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Water Management
SB 918, the Senate’s answer to the House 7003 water policy reform effort, was unanimously passed through the Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee. The House bill continues to be FHBA’s preferred bill. The Senate legislation, which among other things seeks to develop a statewide trail system and increase public access to conservation lands for recreation, is more project-focused than the House plan.

In addition to including the House policy changes to impose what are known as “best management practices” for the Everglades and Lake Okeechobee, the Senate added a House provision that requires water-management districts to implement a water-management plan across Central Florida.

The Basin Management Plans are favored by business and agricultural interests, which continue to express concerns with the Senate plan for maintaining protection zones for the state’s natural springs. 

Appropriations
The Legislature began their deliberations on the budget last week. The budget is the only must-pass bill, resulting in a final budget passed on the last day of the session. The FHBA’s budget priorities are: 
	 
	House
	Senate

	Septic Tank Funding
	$10,000
	$0

	Unlicensed Activity Enhancement     
	$250,000
	$250,000

	Grants
	$925,000
	$950,000

	Sadowski Funding
	$117 million     
	$255 million

	Future Builders of America
	$250,000
	$0



The big news is that the Senate budget includes full funding to the Sadowski Funds. 

Property Rights – Koontz case into law. 
The Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee passed SB 284 relating to property rights (making it identical to HB 383). The bill concerns property owners' ability to recover damages incurred when government entities deny land use permits on the basis of an owners' failure to turn over money or property to the government entity. According to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling, a government entity cannot demand that a property owner surrender property in order to receive land use permits - an "exaction" - unless the entity can demonstrate that there is a "nexus and rough proportionality" between the proposed land use and the exaction.
The bill clarifies that a landowner subject to an unconstitutional exaction under Koontz has the right sue the government entities for damages incurred by that entities denial.
The Florida League of Cities opposes the bill, reasoning that no other state has opened governmental entities to the same type of lawsuits and that it would unpredictably impact their permitting laws. The Florida Farm Bureau, the Florida Cattlemen Association, the Association of Florida Community Developers, the Property Rights Coalition and the Florida Chamber of Commerce, along with the FHBA, support the measure.

Growth Management
Last week, a House subcommittee passed a sweeping substitute for HB 933, relating to growth management, despite objections from cities, counties and environmental groups. The committee substitute for HB 933 has backing from groups including Associated Industries of Florida, the Florida Chamber of Commerce, the Association of Florida Community Developers and the FHBA.

HB 933 includes eliminating the "development of regional impact" (DRI) state review program, presuming that "constrained" agricultural lands proposed for development are not prohibited, "urban sprawl," and requiring a private property rights section in local comprehensive land use plans. The committee substitute combines several House growth management bills. Sen. Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby, is sponsoring similar bills, SB 832 and SB 562, which are also supported by the FHBA!

